[image: image1.jpg]i




The Capstone Institute for Christian Nonprofit Excellence

Testimonials

CAREVIEW COMMUNITY CHURCH
The trainings were very helpful. "All staff ain't staff" is probably the best quote I have heard in my lifetime! I think what was so good about the workshops is that they taught us how to manage the capital that we have. Whether it is people, funds, mission. It teaches you to build on what you already have.  Each week my team and I would apply new techniques and teachings we learned in the meetings.  I was amazed at how power packed the eight week series unfolded. I found every instructor to be extremely helpful. I specifically enjoyed The 5 M"s and strategic planning.
Rev. Christine James, Pastor &
Ms. Janine James

CATHEDRAL OF PRAISE
Thank you Rev. Sam for such an awesome Strategic Planning work-shop yesterday. We definitely did a lot of WORK. Your leadership was impeccable!  Your help was critical to help me wrap my brain around the magnitude of what we are attempting to accomplish. Thank you again for the professional manner in which you lead us.


Dr. LaVerne Adams
Senior Pastor

CHRISTIAN COMPASSION BAPTIST CHURCH

I was greatly impressed with the materials and so blessed with the illustrations. Each presenter was able to  hold our attention and I was able to understand them!

Mrs. Betty Slaffey

Pastor's Wife
CHRISTIANS UNITED AGAINST ADDICTION
The trainings were a help in showing me what our ministry is lacking and how we can fix it.  The value was added by the experts that taught us and the sharing between other ministries and churches. Grant writing and board development were most instructive.  The training was very practical.

Dr. Sherry Jones

Executive Director

FAITHFUL TEMPLE EVANGELISTIC DELIVERANCE CHURCH

Another awesome presentation! Are all these days going to be spent like this? The excitement is lasting all week. I look forward to the upcoming weeks to be just as intriguing and informative. TO GOD BE THE GLORY! Thank you once again for helping to put this together.

Elder Richard Boone

October 9, 2012

GENESIS MINISTRIES
Your book (referring to the TCI training manual) sits beside me like the bible.

Elder Yvonne Hughes

September 2013

HARVEST USA

Very well planned and executed teaching. Professional.  They were not too technical and we do plan to use the material.  it is practical, hands on information taught in a way that can be readily utilized.
Edward LeClair

Director of Development

HOUSE OF ADONAI

The topic that interested me most was, Communications PR, the Newsletter & Social Media. I want to help the voice of The House of Adonai be heard. I want what we do to be known nationwide and even around the world. I believe that the tools that I received at The Capstone Foundation will help us do just that!  Each part of the training that I experienced was clear, straight forward and easy to understand. Best of all , the information was easy to apply to everyday tasks. For example: When I recently was given the task of updating our newsletter on the website, I remembered some of the mistakes that we had made in our newsletter that were pointed out in class and was able to correct them and improve our online image. Yes I'm prepared to use the information.
Hilda Griffin
MY FATHER'S VINEYARD

Thanks again for the great information.  It was very valuable and will help us to grow our organization!

Joe Montone

Executive Director

NEW HOPE TEMPLE BAPSTIST CHURCH
We used well what we learned at the Institute for both the church and the school!  We were able to develop our vision and mission as a result of TCI!

Dr. Barbara G. Moses

September 2013

PRESBY'S INSPIRED LIFE COMMUNITY SUPPORT CENTER
In my specific role that crosses from Philanthropy to Operations I have often found it helpful to review TCI information regarding simple tasks like reading the financial statements with more intelligence, to using the concepts that were shared about fund raising and the advice given on current best practices.  I think TCI really enforced my commitment to using budget dollars for relationship building primarily as opposed to image building (like direct mail pieces and “events”).  These decisions have been really fruitful for my role here.

Susan Sharp

Director of Church and Community Relations

THE RECOVERY CHRISTIAN CENTER

Our experience at The Capstone Institute for Christian Nonprofit Excellence was just that, excellent. As the pastor of a new ministry, the instruction we received was vital to assisting us in setting all of the organizational structures necessary to operate in a legal and successful manner. It helped us avoid many of the common legal pitfalls associated with running a nonprofit and helped us set up best practices for running the organization. The practical knowledge surrounding board development, strategic planning, funding and basic accounting and auditing procedures was extremely useful and will cause us to completely rethink how we do business. We are grateful to Capstone for setting us on the right path to being good stewards of God's vision for us.

Rev. Dr. Christobal Miguel Kimmenez, PhD, 

Founder and Senior Pastor

RHAWNHURST TURNING POINT

For me, I am more excited than I ever thought I would be to be taking a continuing education class as a Director. While I went to seminary and worked in churches for over 10 years, the non-profit world is a different venue, and to be getting education and knowledge that pertains specifically to being a non-profit Director is invaluable. It has been great to network and talk with others in the non-profit sector, to share frustrations, joys, and ideas. So far, the speakers have not only been knowledgeable, but dynamic and engaging. I find myself not wanting the 3 hours to be over. The balance between our Christian faith and the day to day responsibilities of running a non-profit has been excellent - sometimes I find Christians run programs tend to be more 'fluff' than content, but Capstone does a great job of balancing and intertwining our faith and our desire to be excellent at what we do. I am especially looking forward to the sessions on Fundraising, as for me that is the biggest growing edge and a new responsibility that I am trying to take on. 
Ms. Cheryl Esposito, Executive Director

October 17, 2012

SCRIPTURE UNION

I was very blessed to take the course.  I remembered thinking that the price tag on the course (very reasonable) was not the issue at all.  It was the time.  I remember thinking that if I'm going to give up this many hours over this many weeks, it better be worth it.  Was it ever!  I learned so much.  I asked a million questions specific to my situation and the trainers, leaders and facilitators were always so helpful, knowledgeable and insightful.  I would do it again in a heartbeat.  I would recommend this course to anybody who is thinking about starting their own 501(c)3 and to someone already in one, who has questions about the constant nuances of government regulations.  I honestly do not remember a single class or portion of a class when I sat there thinking "well, this is fine, but it doesn't apply to me."  It just didn't happen.  The trainers were polite, approachable ( I liked the interaction ) and extremely well prepared.  In the rare instance somebody asked something a trainer did not know the answer to, they promised to get back to us with that answer outside of class time...and delivered.  If you want a 501c3, or feel at times that you stumble along in a vague haze not knowing the intricate rules and laws, I would recommend this series to you without reservation.  I left there saying, "Ok, it's all clearly spelled out for me now...and I need to do x, y and z."  Extremely helpful.
T.J. Foltz

SERVE (Sending Experienced Retired Volunteers Everywhere) 

Testimonial #1 (November 18, 2012)
For the past eight weeks I have engaged in an outstanding training series on non-profit development offered here in Philadelphia by the Capstone Legacy Foundation. A key insight for the successful promotion and growth of a mission like SERVE, I learned, is that all members be prepared with a clear picture of who we are, what we do, and how we make a unique difference, meeting important needs.

Testimonial #2
Earlier this year I was blessed to take the Non-Profit Development Training Course made possible by the Capstone Foundation and the The Capstone Institute. The effect on our organization has been profound. SERVE has always done great work in the field since our inception at the US Center for World Mission. We have uniquely positioned ourselves to offer short-term frontier missions to established missionaries and agencies needing the special projects that can be offered by teams of skilled volunteers. It is our practice to invest ourselves in the mission communities we serve, and therefore we've been able to see God make amazing transformational changes through the years of these partnerships. SERVE only goes where invited; we have a great reputation wherever we've gone and we have had no trouble gaining many, many invitations for partnership again and again. We've also maintained the fellowship with our volunteers, forming a community of short-term missionaries and prayer warriors.

However, our agency has been small and getting smaller, without the organizational strength or capacity to respond as fully as we would like. The training from the Capstone Foundation opened my eyes to what we need to do in order to set goals for growth in effectiveness and to achieve them. Already we are moving in ways that we never did before, and this is just the beginning. Every week of the training held essential knowledge for us. I can't thank you enough for your sponsorship of the training and your prayers. May God bless you over and over!

Rev. Christie Bruce, Interim Executive Director
December 31, 2012

TINDLEY TEMPLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
The program is absolutely wonderful! I am finding the material to be extremely informative and the TCI Faculty Instructors are very knowledgeable. I am pleased that I am part of the program.

Mr. Jarvis McCarther

October 18, 2012
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